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Up in the Air Travel Fintech Newsletter – Edition July 2026 
 

 
 

Welcome to edition 13 of the Up in the Air newsletter! It includes a round up of the 

content that I recently shared, plus some additional news and background items. 

 

This edition is sponsored by Continuum Commerce Solutions  

 

By bridging the gap between cross-border payments and foreign exchange 

management, Continuum’s multi-currency and foreign exchange services address 

key pain points of the travel industry. 

For reasons of price certainty and transparency, customers want the comfort and 

convenience of viewing and paying for travel offerings in their chosen currency and 

with their chosen payment method, in addition to the local pricing currency. Offering 

this service to customers is proven to increase both customer ‘look-to-book’ 

conversion as well as average customer spend. 

With Continuum’s multi-currency solutions, travel providers can generate a new 

revenue stream from existing payment infrastructure that is otherwise lost on cross-

border transactions while also increasing customer conversion and value. 

Better for travel providers, and for their customers! 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/up-in-the-air-travel-payment-consultancy/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/continuum-commerce-solutions/
https://www.continuumcommerce.com/
https://www.continuumcommerce.com/
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ℹ Travel Fintech News 

 
Podcast: Talking with Daniel Marovitz, SVP of Fintech at Booking.com 

 

In this podcast by McKinsey & Company, Booking.com's Senior Vice President of 

Fintech Daniel Marovitz describes how the travel-booking company has become the 

global platform of choice by managing complexity and easing customers’ pain 

points. 

 

The transcript and recording of the podcast can be found here.  

 

 

Why Airline Settlement Still Runs on a 1971 System While Everything Around It 

Modernizes 

 

Link to article by Travel Distribution News  

 

 
Click on image to download PDF version 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/mckinsey/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/booking.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/danielmarovitz/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/financial-services/our-insights/talking-with-daniel-marovitz-svp-of-fintech-at-booking-com#/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/financial-services/our-insights/talking-with-daniel-marovitz-svp-of-fintech-at-booking-com#/
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/financial-services/our-insights/talking-with-daniel-marovitz-svp-of-fintech-at-booking-com#/
https://traveldistributionnews.com/why-airline-settlement-still-runs-on-a-1971-system-while-everything-around-it-modernizes/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/traveldistributionnews/
https://upintheair.aero/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Up-in-the-Air-Infographics-Evolution-B2B.pdf
https://upintheair.aero/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Up-in-the-Air-Infographics-Evolution-B2B.pdf
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eDreams ODIGEO and Visa power agentic commerce in travel with new secure 

AI agent protocols 

 

eDreams ODIGEO among the first to enable Visa’s Trusted Agent Protocol and 

Agentic Directory for secure agent-initiated travel bookings. 

 

 
Click on image to read press release 

 
Inside travel chargebacks: an interview with Alternative Airlines 

 

Sam Argyle, Managing Director of OTA Alternative Airlines, on how travel 

merchants can fight chargebacks without adding friction at checkout. 

 

 
Click on image to read the article on The Paypers 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/edreamsodigeo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/visa/
https://www.edreamsodigeo.com/press-releases/2026/07/edreams-odigeo-and-visa-power-agentic-commerce-in-travel-with-new-secure-ai-agent-protocols/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sam-argyle-34089616/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alternative-airlines/
https://thepaypers.com/payments/interviews/inside-travel-chargebacks-an-interview-with-alternative-airlines
https://www.edreamsodigeo.com/press-releases/2026/07/edreams-odigeo-and-visa-power-agentic-commerce-in-travel-with-new-secure-ai-agent-protocols/
https://thepaypers.com/payments/interviews/inside-travel-chargebacks-an-interview-with-alternative-airlines
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ℹ Vendor News 

 

TAP Air Portugal accepts as first international airline NuPay 

 

TAP Air Portugal became the first international airline to offer NuPay, making one 

of Brazil's most innovative digital payment solutions available to Nubank's 117 

million customers. 

 

 
Click on image to read post 

 

 

 

Allianz Trade teams up with Mastercard to better support B2B travel payments 

Through enhanced Allianz Trade Pay solution, Allianz Trade will now extend trade 

credit insurance to issuers operating across the travel industry, in collaboration with 

Mastercard and powered by actuary.aero  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/tap-air-portugal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nubank/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/paulvanalfen_airlinepayments-nubank-tapportugal-activity-7483807187941875712-HPX5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAAD9ngBtNCYkZFAXEbTApwsDYgeguB6Nlg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/allianz-trade/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mastercard/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/actuary-aero/
https://www.allianz-trade.com/en_global/news-insights/news/allianz-trade-pay-mastercard.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/paulvanalfen_airlinepayments-nubank-tapportugal-activity-7483807187941875712-HPX5?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAAD9ngBtNCYkZFAXEbTApwsDYgeguB6Nlg
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Click on image to read press release 

 

Finnair takes the next step towards ONE Order 

 

Finnair has selected SIRAX/ONE Order, the order accounting and settlement solution 

from Lufthansa Systems, as a major step in its transition towards International Air 

Transport Association (IATA) ONE Order and modern airline retailing.  

 

 
Click on image to read press release 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/finnair/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lufthansa-systems/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-air-transport-association-iata/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-air-transport-association-iata/
https://www.lhsystems.com/article/finnair-takes-next-step-towards-one-order
https://www.allianz-trade.com/en_global/news-insights/news/allianz-trade-pay-mastercard.html
https://www.lhsystems.com/article/finnair-takes-next-step-towards-one-order
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ℹ Airline & Travel Payments 101 

 

“How payment innovations can help airlines sell like Amazon” 

 

Article by Amadeus's Manolo Bogajo on the payments journey from traditional to 

NDC, Offer and Order and ONE Order. 

 

 
Click on image to read article 

 

 

Decoding the Upfront and Hidden Costs of Payment 

 

An article by Michael Baker for Business Travel News 

 

Corporate payment programs are critical for travel program's data and compliance, 

but measuring the cost of the programs themselves is not always a simple matter. 

 
Click on image to read article 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/amadeus/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/manolobogajo/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-payment-innovations-can-help-airlines-sell-like-amazon-bogajo-dqnle
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-baker-b4b0735/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/business-travel-news/
https://www.businesstravelnews.com/Payment-Innovation-2026/Decoding-the-Upfront-and-Hidden-Costs-of-Payment
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-payment-innovations-can-help-airlines-sell-like-amazon-bogajo-dqnle
https://www.businesstravelnews.com/Payment-Innovation-2026/Decoding-the-Upfront-and-Hidden-Costs-of-Payment
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Airline Payment Framework - Management Foundation 

 

New and 'public domain' edition ‼️ 

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) Airline Payment Framework 

reframes payments as a leadership opportunity, providing a clear logic to align 

commercial, distribution, finance, and technology decisions into one coherent 

payment model. This will transform payment from a source of complexity and 

leakage into a lever for performance and control. 

 

 
Click on image to download the paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-air-transport-association-iata/
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/aed02d9a26da47c28241783533f4e940/airline-payment-framework-management-foundation.pdf
https://www.iata.org/contentassets/aed02d9a26da47c28241783533f4e940/airline-payment-framework-management-foundation.pdf
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ℹ Blogs, white papers and other content 

Why B2B travel payments need more than virtual cards 

 

Recording of a conversation in the PhocusWire studio at the Phocuswright Europe 

2026 event in Barcelona, where Brad La Nasa, Chief Business Officer at Zyzza, spoke 

to Phocuswright SVP of Content Mitra Sorrells about B2B payment friction, carrier 

acceptance, agency liquidity and why integrated payment and content workflows 

matter for travel sellers. 

 

 
Click on image to watch recording 

 

Split payments and the future of checkout in travel     

Interview with Samuel Flynn, co-founder of Hands In on removing friction in travel 

payments. 

 

 
Click on image read article and watch video 

Global Fraud Trends 2026 - E-commerce Merchant Survey Report  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/phocuswire/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/phocuswright/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bradlanasa/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/zyzza/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mitrasorrells/
https://www.phocuswire.com/partner-content/zyzza-b2b-travel-payments-need-more-than-virtual-cards
https://www.linkedin.com/in/samuel-flynn-ba14a5191/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hands-in/
https://www.phocuswire.com/partner-content/zyzza-b2b-travel-payments-need-more-than-virtual-cards


  Travel Fintech Newsletter – July 2026 

9 

 

Ravelin Technology’s annual e-commerce fraud report is here – more in-depth, 

more useful and more detailed than ever, across 60 pages.  

 

 
Click on image to download report 

 

Embedded Payments Help Travel Platforms Close More Bookings 

 

Travel Firms Embrace Embedded Wallets to Boost Revenue and Conversion” is a 

collaboration between PYMNTS Intelligence and Marqeta.  

 

This data brief explores how embedded finance is reshaping the economics of the 

travel industry. Based on a survey of 30 travel firms, the report shows that embedded 

payments, digital wallets and co-branded financial products are no longer peripheral 

features. They are becoming central to how travel platforms compete, convert and 

grow. 

 
Click on image to download report 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ravelin-technology/
https://pages.ravelin.com/fraud-trends-report-2026-ecommerce
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pymnts-com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/marqeta/
https://www.pymnts.com/platform-payments/2026/embedded-payments-help-travel-platforms-close-more-bookings
https://pages.ravelin.com/fraud-trends-report-2026-ecommerce
https://www.pymnts.com/platform-payments/2026/embedded-payments-help-travel-platforms-close-more-bookings
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ℹ Upcoming and recent events 

ndustry event schedule for 2H-2026 

 

 
Click on image to download event schedule 

 

 

ℹ Jobs 

 

booking.com is hiring a Product Manager FinTech - Payout Orchestrator 

You will be leading the Payout Orchestrator team, whose goal is to orchestrate 

partner payout flows at Booking.com in a compliant, reliable, and scalable way.  

 

 
Click on image for more information 

http://booking.com/
http://booking.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4438674081/
https://upintheair.aero/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Events-Schedule-2H26.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4438674081/
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Norse Atlantic Airways is hiring a Payment Manager 

 

Are you ready to own the payment ecosystem of a fast-growing global airline — 

from architecture and approval rates to fraud and compliance? 

 

 
Click on image for more information 

 

 

 

ℹ Follow us for more news and information 

Subscribe to this newsletter to automatically receive it! 

LinkedIn: 

• Paul van Alfen 

• Up in the Air | Consultancy 

• Airline Retailing Payments Up in the Air's Airline Retailing 

(Offer/Order/Settle/Deliver, NDC) page for the Airline & Travel Payments 

community 

• Think Travel Payments Webinar Series 

• YouTube channel: UpintheAirPay 

 

 
 

Would you like to suggest content for this newsletter or sponsor it? Contact me at 

paul@upintheair.aero 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/flynorse/
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4432639465/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulvanalfen/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/up-in-the-air-travel-payment-consultancy/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/airline-retailing-payments/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/think-travel-payments/
https://www.youtube.com/@UpintheAirPay
mailto:paul@upintheair.aero
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4432639465/
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